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Savior, Servant, Friend 

Week 6: Comforter 

 

 

WELCOME.  In this service for Week 6 of Lent, we look to 

Jesus who comforts us in struggles and sorrows that we might 

find rest in his promises. 

 

 

 

 

Please fill out the registration card found in your pew rack and 

hand it to an usher as you leave this evening. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bell   

 

 

 

 

Order of Service 

Theme Verse:  “I have called you friends, for all that I have 

heard from my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15 

 

 

 

mailto:office@stpaulsmarioniowa.org
http://www.mystpauls.org/
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Invocation and Call to Worship (please stand) 

P By God’s gracious invitation, we gather together in the 

presence of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen.  
 

P Comfort, comfort my people 

C Says your God. (Isaiah 40:1) 
 

P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, 

C I will fear no evil 
 

P For you are with me 

C Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

(Psalm 23:4)  
 

P This is my comfort in my affliction, 

C That your promise gives me life. (Psalm 119:50) 
 

P Let your steadfast love comfort me  

C According to your promise to your servant.  

(Psalm 119:76) 
 

(be seated) 
 

Opening Hymn   “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”   LSB #347 

  

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

P Sin threatens to separate us from the comfort we have  

 in our Savior, Servant, Friend, Jesus.  

C Lord Jesus, hear us now as we confess our sins to 

you.  
 

P We have sought comfort and peace in all the wrong 

places. 

C We have tried to comfort ourselves by our desires 

and lusts. 
 

P We have failed to comfort others as we should. 

C We have torn down and harmed, slandered and 

lied.  
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P We have found no comfort or peace in our sin and 

shame.  

C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy!  

Lord, have mercy! 
 

(Please silently reflect on the discomfort of sin and the 

comforting assurance of Christ’s forgiveness.) 
 

P Comfort, comfort my people, says our God! Our friend 

Jesus faced the discomfort and pain of the cross in order 

to forgive us of all our sins. In the stead and by the 

command of our friend, Jesus Christ, I declare to you 

the forgiveness of all your sins and the comforting 

assurance that you are set free from sin and shame.  

C What a friend we have in Jesus. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Almighty and everlasting God, as we venture deeper 

into this Lenten season, draw us into an ever deeper 

friendship with you. Give us your Holy Spirit so that we 

can hear your Word, trust in your promises, fix our eyes 

on the cross, and be comforted by your loving-kindness. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   

C Amen.   
 

(be seated) 
 

Old Testament Reading                                 Isaiah 51:1-6 

     Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek 

the Lord: look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to 

the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your 

father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I 

called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. For the 

Lord comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes 

her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the 

Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 

the voice of song. 

     Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my 

nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice 
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for a light to the peoples. My righteousness draws near, my 

salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the 

coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. Lift up your 

eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the 

heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but 

my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never 

be dismayed. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                    2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

     Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 

our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are 

in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 

comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s 

sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort 

too. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and 

if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience 

when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 

Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in 

our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading (please stand)                           John 11:17-27 

     Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 

been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, 

about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 

but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will 

give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
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resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 

die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 

coming into the world.” 
 

P This is the Gospel the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

All     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

      And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-

lasting. Amen.     
 

(be seated) 
 

Sermon Hymn              “Amazing Grace”                 LSB #744 
 

Sermon 
 

Presentation of the Offering 
 

Prayers (please stand) 

P Friends, nothing is impossible for Jesus. And, so, we 

pray in the name of Jesus knowing that he can do 

immeasurably more than all that we ask or imagine. Let 

us pray: Jesus, your power and promises bring profound 

comfort to us in our hardships and struggles. Hear us 

now as we lift our prayers and raise our petitions to you. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
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P Lord Jesus, bring comfort to every corner of your 

creation, and assure us with your promise to one day 

wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort our deepest hurts and sorrows, and remind us 

that nothing is too far broken for your hope and healing. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort the vulnerable and lonely, the weak and 

powerless, the grieving and impoverished—all the while 

using us as instruments of your comforting friendship.  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort those who are near the point of death and being 

called to your nearer presence.  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort your church around the world, especially the 

faithful gathered in places that are hostile toward the 

Christian faith.  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort us when we are afflicted by sin and assure us of 

your forgiveness—yet, bring discomfort to the parts of 

our lives that are far too comfortable in sin and 

waywardness. 

C Lord, hear our prayer, and comfort us as only you 

can. Amen. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily 

bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us;  and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

P Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. And, so, 

receive this blessing: The Lord bless and comfort you in 

all your afflictions so that you can be a blessing and a 

comfort to all in their afflictions. Amen.  

C What a friend we have in Jesus! 
 

(be seated) 

 

Closing Hymn      “My Song is Love Unknown”       LSB #430 
 

“Soli Deo Gloria” 
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Officiant .......................................................... Rev. Larry Lemke 

Organist .............................................................Pam Williamson 
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Acolyte ............................................................. Brandon Lenhart 

Greeter ................................................................... Carol Golden 
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Holy Week Services 
 

Maundy Thursday 

April 2 

6:30 p.m. Worship with Communion 
 

Good Friday 

April 3 

6:30 p.m. Worship 
 

Easter Sunday! 

April 5 

7:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

Breakfast served in between services. 

10:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 


