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As We Gather

We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look within
ourselves as people of faith in our day. How are we like or unlike
the people who saw Jesus in the flesh? Most important, as we
gather for worship, we will see what Jesus has done to save us
from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings
and death.

In the celebration of Holy Communion we joyfully receive
the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ in, with,
and under the bread and wine. Since this is also a sign of
our common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord ’s
Supper all those who are presently confirmed members of
congregations of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. If
you wish to commune for the first time at St. Paul’s, please
speak to Pastor before the service.

Thank you to CREW who served pizza for our pre-service
meal tonight. Please join us next week beginning at 5:00 p.m.
for our next pre-service meal of walking tacos served by the
ladies of LWML. Enjoy the fellowship before we join together
in worship.

Please take a moment to fill out the registration card found in
your pew rack.

Preludes “Gethsemane” (Matthew 26:36) by Donald Callender
“The Spotless Lamb of God” by Charity Boyles

Welcome

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bell


mailto:office@stpaulsmarioniowa.org

Opening Hymn “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” LSB #915

+Preparation+

Invocation (please stand)

P

@]

([@Iav)

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Confessional Address

P

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord, during
this prayerful and penitential season of Lent, our attention
is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of
our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of
Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance. To begin this journey of
repentance, and as a reminder of our mortal nature, let us
now humble ourselves before the Lord, our Maker and
Redeemer.

When we examine our hearts and consciences, we find
nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are
incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord
Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will
and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our
sin and the punishment we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be
strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It
is as if He said, “| became man, and all that | do and suffer
is for your good. As a pledge of this, | give you My body to
eat.”



In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “l have
had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. |
give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace
and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the
new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting
salvation. As a pledge of this, | give you My blood to drink.”

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup,
confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ,
dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. We
should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His
death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised
for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks,
we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His
commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For
we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all
partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.
C Amen.

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to
Him, imploring Him for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Imposition of Ashes



P

A Christian custom on Ash Wednesday is to receive a
mark of the cross made with ashes upon the forehead.
Ashes are a symbol of repentance and of our mortality,
especially when we hear the words, “Remember you are
dust and to dust you shall return.” But the sign of the cross
reminds us that we have been saved, forgiven, and
renewed, and that in Jesus we have new and everlasting
life.

Please be seated and those desiring ashes come forward as
directed. As he makes the sign of the cross with the ashes, the
pastor reminds the penitent, “Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.”

The penitent responds, “Amen.”

Silence is kept as the ashes are applied.

(Those in their seats may meditate on Lenten hymns 418-441.)

Absolution (please stand)

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.

C Amen.

P Do you believe that the forgiveness | speak is not my
forgiveness but God’s?

C Yes.

P Let it be done for you as you believe.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.

C Amen.

+ WORD +

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise
nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that,
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness,
we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

(be seated)

Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:1-21

They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people
of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had
departed from the land of Egypt. > And the whole congregation of
the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, * and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

* Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, | am about to rain bread
from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a
day's portion every day, that | may test them, whether they will
walk in my law or not. ®> On the sixth day, when they prepare what
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” ® So
Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you
shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, " and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
because he has heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what
are we, that you grumble against us?” ® And Moses said, “When
the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning
bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that
you grumble against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not
against us but against the Lord.”

?Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of
the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for he has heard
your grumbling.” ** And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the
wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud. ™ And the Lord said to Moses, *? “I| have heard the
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grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread.
Then you shall know that | am the Lord your God.”

13 |n the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in
the morning dew lay around the camp. ** And when the dew had
gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like
thing, fine as frost on the ground. **> When the people of Israel saw
it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know
what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord
has given you to eat. '® This is what the Lord has commanded:
‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall
each take an omer, according to the number of the persons that
each of you has in his tent.” '’ And the people of Israel did so.
They gathered, some more, some less. *® But when they
measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing
left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them
gathered as much as he could eat. ** And Moses said to them,
“Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” ?° But they did not
listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred
worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. # Morning by
morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when
the sun grew hot, it melted.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C O Lord, have mercy.

Second Reading Passion History |

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C O Lord, have mercy.

Gospel Reading (please stand) Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven.

? “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. ® But when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, * so that your
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giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

> “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they
have received their reward. ® But when you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others.
Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. '’ But when
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, *® that your fasting
may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

¥ “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, *° but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. ?* For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

(be seated)

Sermon Hymn

“Lord Jesus Christ You Have Prepared” LSB #622
P What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself
for us Christians to eat and to drink.

Sermon

Apostles' Creed (please stand)
All | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
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and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life ever-lasting. Amen.

(be seated)
Presentation of the Offering
Prayer of the Church

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

+ SACRAMENT +
Preface (please stand)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

rayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

TTU OT OT O

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet,
in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.

Lord’s Prayer

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as he has taught us:

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My (+) body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
(+) blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(be seated)

+ Distribution Hymns +

‘Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB #563

“ Lay My Sins On Jesus” LSB #606
Post-Communion Thanksgiving (please stand)
P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,

who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
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us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts
and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Benediction
P May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God,

(+) and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn “Lord, Tech Me to Count My Days”

Lord, teach me so to count my days,

However long they last.
In Your just wrath they fly away.
In sorrow they have passed.
Lord, You are holy, righteous, just,
And |, a sin-filled urn.

Remember, man, that you are dust.

To dust you shall return.

Lo, I am dust, a child of man,
Old Adam'’s faithless son.
You bid me turn to dust again.
At birth is death begun.

My flesh by nature joys in lust.
Your holy law | spurn.
Remember, man, that you are dust.
To dust you shall return.

Yet You have been my dwelling place.
You make Your mercy known.
You satisfy me with Your grace

And for my sins atone.

Your Passion, Christ, is all my trust.
You will not let me burn.
Remember, man, that you are dust.
To dust you shall return.

(continued on next page)
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Lord, teach me so to count my days.
Bring wisdom to my heatrt.
Forgive my wayward heart that strays.

Your steadfast love impart.

In You alone | put my trust
For grace | cannot earn,

So when my body turns to dust
From dust | shall return.
Alan Kornacki, Jr, b. 1974.

CMD (86 86 86 86)
Tune: KINGSFOLD (LSB 444)

Silent Prayer

(be seated)

Postlude
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