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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

July 2, 2023 

 

 

Right here. Right now. Jesus is present. Take a moment and let 

that sink in. Jesus —the very Son of God and King of the 

universe —is present!  He is present with us today through the 

Word proclaimed and the “sign” received in His body and blood. 

The Table will be prepared. The bread and the wine will be 

plentiful. And you will be invited to come: “Take, eat. Take, 

drink.” Christ’s true presence is here for you, and you are richly 

blessed! Savor this hour as we gather and receive Jesus into 

our midst. What a holy hour this is! Right here. Right now. You 

are blessed by Jesus’ presence. 
 
 

In the celebration of Holy Communion we joyfully receive 

the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ in, 

with, and under the bread and wine. This is also a sign of 

our common confession of faith. We welcome to the Lord’s 

supper all those who are presently confirmed members of 

a congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod. Speak to Pastor or an usher if you would like to 

commune at St. Paul’s for the first time. 
 
 
 

Each family is asked to please fill out a registration card 

found in your pew rack.  Just jot down the members that are 

in attendance and hand it to an usher after worship. 

 

 

Prelude  

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells 

 

 

The Order of Worship 
Lutheran Service Book – Divine Service Setting One 
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Hymn of Invocation (please stand) 

                          “God Himself is Present”                       LSB #907 
 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word 

and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punish-

ment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 89:15-18; antiphon: Ps. 89:1 
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P I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

C with my mouth I will make known your 

faithfulness to all generations. 
 

P Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 

C who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face, 
 

P who exult in your name all the day 

C and in your righteousness are exalted. 
 

P For you are the glory of their strength; 

C by your favor our horn is exalted. 
 

P For our shield belongs to the LORD, 

C our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 

All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever.   Amen. 
 

P I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

C with my mouth I will make known your 

faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation  

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise ~ This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

Collect of the Day 

L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant 

that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among 

us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



6 

 

(be seated) 
 

 

Old Testament Reading                               Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 

     5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet 

in the presence of the priests and all the people who were 

standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah 

said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words 

that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this 

place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all 

the exiles. 7 Yet hear now this word that I speak in your 

hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets 

who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, 

famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 

kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the 

word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that 

the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                                        Romans 7:1-13 
 

     1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those 

who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as 

long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by law to her 

husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released 

from the law of marriage.  3 Accordingly, she will be called an 

adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is 

alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if 

she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 
     4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law 

through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, 

to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we 

may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, 

our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our 

members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released 

from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that 

we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of 

the written code. 
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     7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! 

Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. 

For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had 

not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity 

through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of 

covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once 

alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, 

sin came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that 

promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an 

opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and 

through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the 

commandment is holy and righteous and good. 
     13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no 

means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, 

in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the 

commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse (please stand) 

      

      
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 10:34-42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

     34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 

I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come 

to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 

And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
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worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
     40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives 

me receives him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a 

prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, 

and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a 

righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 

And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 

water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no 

means lose his reward.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 (be seated) 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Hymn of the Day       

              “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”         LSB #411 
 

Sermon   
              

Nicene Creed (please stand) 

All     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures         

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 



9 

 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 
 

(be seated) 
 

Presentation of the Offering & Musical Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 (After each portion of the prayers:) 

P   Lord, in your mercy,   C   hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs: 
 

   Our Nation 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us in Christ, that we 

may bear much fruit. Receive our inadequate thanks for 

Your kindness, especially toward all who have died in 

the faith and now rest from their labors. Preserve us in 

the way of the Holy Spirit until we stand with them in 

glory; for You live and reign with the same Son and 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C       Amen.  

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface (please stand) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 

and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 
 

Sanctus: 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 

we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 

us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 

His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
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own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 

no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My (+) body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My (+) blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer 

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
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those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution (be seated) 

(All members of our St. Paul’s family are invited to 

meet the Lord in this Sacrament. When at the table, 

please indicate your preference of common or 

individual cup.   
 

The CENTER RING of the individual communion cup 

tray contains white grape juice. The OUTER RINGS 

contain red wine. Gluten free wafers are available from 

a communion assistant.) 
 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

 “Your Table I Approach”                                       LSB #628 

      “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                LSB #655 
 



13 

 

Thank the Lord (please stand) 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this precious gift, and we ask You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor 

     and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn              “National Hymn”        by J.J. Vajda 
 

(In 1976 as our nation celebrated its 200th anniversary, a 

Missouri Synod musician (J.J. Vajda) was commissioned to 

write a national hymn for the celebration in Washington D.C.  

This is that hymn.) 
 

(melody of:  “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”  LSB #913) 
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Who could have dreamt a land like this, 

The answer to an exile’s prayer, 

An Eden for the taking? 

The thankful find a rare surprise, 

Bright bursts of blessing everywhere, 

At every new dawn’s breaking. 

Ring out, sing out, 

Hills replying, banners flying, Bells a-ringing, 

Flood our Father’s throne with singing. 
 

In deep and honest grief lament 

Your glory marred by greed and pride 

The blood for vengeance crying. 

Before the crucified repent 

The wasted land, the fratricide, 

Your ruthless, selfish vying. 

Toll them, toll ten 

Bells of mourning, wrath and warning, 

Tearful token, Once for each commandment broken. 
 

God’s grace and power remain the same 

As when our fathers found this shore, 

His spirit for the asking. 

America, invoke that Name, 

So shall we all spared want and war, 

In fruitful peace be basking 

Sing out, ring out, 

Live in thrilling, dread-filling 

Expectation.  Crack new bells in jubilation! 
  

Silent Prayer 
  

(be seated) 
 

Postlude 
 

“Soli Deo Gloria” 
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