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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 23, 2023

Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our
Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the love of Christ
comfort you and the love of His people encourage you. We pray
you know Christ’s love through us and go with the reassurance
of knowing that love strengthens you throughout your days.

Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are
honored to have you join us in receiving the rich blessings that
our Lord supplies to us through the gift of His holy Word. We
invite you to return and worship with us again as the
opportunity arises.

So that we may all celebrate your presence and give thanks to
God for you, members and guests alike are asked to please fill
out the registration card found in your pew rack. Please place
them in the basket on the table or hand it to an usher as you
leave the sanctuary.

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name; make known
his deeds among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works! Glory in his holy name; let the
hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his
strength, seek his presence continually!” 1 Chronicles 16:8-11

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells



The Order of Worship

Lutheran Service Book —
Divine Service Setting Four

Entrance Hymn

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” LSB #575

Invocation (please stand)

P In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,

O Lord, who could stand?

C But with You there is forgiveness;
therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon
Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

All  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously
receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 86:11-15; antiphon: Ps. 86:6
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Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace.

Teach me your way, O LORD,
that I may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God,
with my whole heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from
the depths of Sheol.

O God, insolent men have risen up against me;
a band of ruthless men seek my life,
and they do not set you before them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis
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@1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther's Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will fromGod in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

O Lamb of God,our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.

Where You in pow'r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther's glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we
may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with
You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

(be seated)



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8

6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,
the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me
there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him
declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient
people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will
happen. ® Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of
old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God
besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:18-27

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the sonsof God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 2! that
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies. 2¢ For in this hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will

of God.

L This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse (please stand)
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13t

chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in
his field, 2> but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
How then does it have weeds? 2% He said to them, ‘An enemy
has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want
us to go and gather them? 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering
the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 3° Let both
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. 3% The field is the world, and the good
seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the
evil one, 3% and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40
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Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it
be at the end of the age. 4! The Son of Man will send his angels,
and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
All I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(be seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day “How Firm a Foundation” LSB #728
Sermon

Presentation of the Offering

Musical Offering
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”—arr. David von Kampen.
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Prayers of the Church (please stand)
(After each portion of the prayers)
P Lord, in your mercy, C Hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

All  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and (+) give you peace.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn “The Lord My God Be Praised” LSB#794

Silent Prayer
(be seated)

Recessional



“Soli Deo Gloria”
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