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 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  Isaiah 9:6-7 

 

 
 

A blessed Christmas welcome to all who gather in the house of 

the Lord to sing praises to the newborn King, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior.  The members of St. Paul’s Adult Choir wish you 

all a very blessed Christmas! Enjoy the singing and the 

praises raised this morning. The choir invites you to share 

Christmas refreshments following worship. 
   

 

 

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells 

 

mailto:office@stpaulsmarioniowa.org
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Invocation and Call to Worship (please stand) 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 

Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C Amen. 
 

P Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

C And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 
 

P Let your light shine before others, 

C So that they may see your good works- 
 

P And give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

C We proclaim the praises of him, 
 

P Who called us out of darkness- 

C Into His marvelous light! 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P We draw near to our God to confess our sins. We do this 

not only because it is commanded of us, but also because 

He is the source of our life and salvation. We draw near 

to God in full confidence knowing the source of our 

forgiveness is found in Jesus; in His life, in His death, 

and in His resurrection. That in Him we are redeemed.  

C Heavenly Father, I confess to you my selfishness, 

my greed, and my failure to love others as You 

have loved me. I have failed to live according to 

Your will for my life, and in my acts, words, and 

thoughts, I have sinned against You. Have mercy 

on me and cleanse me from my sins.  

 

P He who is mighty has done greats things for you. So 

rejoice, there is forgiveness for you in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, your Lord. In Him you are 

forgiven. In Him you are made whole. In Him you have 

life. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in 

you, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord, (+) 

Jesus Christ.  

C Amen.  
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Collect of the Day 

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers 

and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn 

             “Prepare the Royal Highway”                LSB #343 vs 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011850. 

Permission not obtained. Public domain 

 

(be seated) 
 

Narration 

We gather to worship Christ, the newborn King; Jesus, the one 

foretold by prophets hundreds of years before His birth. 
 

Isaiah once said that God’s ways are not our ways; God’s 

thoughts are not our thoughts.  Never is that more evident 

than in the Christmas Story.  Rulers, kings, and anointed 

leaders typically arrive from places of prominence with royal 

announcements and pedigrees.  But in the birth of Christ, 

nothing follows the normal protocol.  The prophet Micah 

foretold of the tiny village of Bethlehem from which this 

promised Messiah would come.  But until that day arrived, 

Israel impatiently waited in darkness and despair longing for 

an end to the seemingly endless night. 
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St. Paul’s Choir 

“Waiting and Longing” 

Text and Music: Lloyd Larson 

 

 

 

Narration 

When Mary was nearing the end of her pregnancy, Caesar 

Augustus issued a decree for a census to be taken of the entire 

Roman world.  Joseph took Mary to his hometown of 

Bethlehem, the City of David.  Upon arrival, they took up 

temporary residence in a stable because they had been unable 

to find a place to stay.  While they were there, Mary gave birth 

to her firstborn Son.  She wrapped Him in cloths and placed 

Him in a manger. 
 

 

Hymn     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”         LSB #361 vs 1, 2, 3 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Hymn     “Away in a Manger”                                        LSB #364 
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Public domain 

  

 

Hymn     “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                       LSB #374 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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St. Paul’s Choir 

Cheryl Killham: Flute 

“Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head” 

Appalachian Fold Song; Setting by Ralph C. Schultz 

 

Narration 

It was an ordinary night on a Judean hillside just outside of 

Bethlehem where there were shepherds keeping watch over 

their flocks.  Shepherds were unlikely candidates for earth-

shattering news.  But this was a night like none other!  

Suddenly, the blackness shone with extraordinary light as an 

angel proclaimed to them the news of Christ’s birth: “Today in 

the town of David a Savior has been born!  He is Christ the 

Lord.  And this will be a sign to you: You will find the Baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  The skies were 

instantly filled with a great company of the Heavenly host 

praising God and Saying: “Glory to God in the Highest and on 

earth peace, good will to men!”  The shepherds immediately 

went with haste to Bethlehem to see this newborn child. 

 

St. Paul’s Choir 

“Run, Shepherds!” 

Traditional Spiritual; Setting by Victor C. Johnson 

 

Hymn   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”      LSB #366 vs 1,4 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Hymn          “Angels We Have Heard on High”             LSB #368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Narration 

Upon arriving at the stable, the shepherds did indeed witness 

what the angel had told them: a young mother and father, a 

humble manger stall, and the newborn Holy Child.  All who 

heard the story of what the shepherds had witnessed were 

amazed!  The young maiden Mary, chosen mother of God, 

treasured all this in her heart.  As Bethlehem slept, the King of 

Ages had come into the very world His tiny hands had once 

helped create.  Earthly parents and shepherds could only 

marvel at the miracle before them. 

 

 

St. Paul’s Choir 

“Cradle Carol” 

Text: Christina Rossetti; Music: Victor C. Johnson 
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Hymn                      “What Child Is This?”                  LSB #370 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

(please stand) 
 

The Second Article 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of 

the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 
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of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 

with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 

Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. 

  

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

Hymn                      “Joy to the World”          LSB #387 vs 1, 2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

(be seated) 

 

 

Presentation of the Offering 
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Prayers 

(After each portion of the prayers) 

           P   Lord, in your mercy,   C   Hear our prayer. 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 
 

P Heavenly Father, we eagerly await the return of Your 

Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Grant that we would not 

grow weary. Strengthen us through Your Word and 

Sacraments, that we would ever hold fast Your promise 

of salvation won for us by Christ. Graciously receive our 

prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we 

give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily 

bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

St. Paul’s Choir 

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 

Peter C. Lutkin 

 

 

Closing Hymn                “Silent Night”                      LSB #363 

Verse 1 – Solo, Hilary Brech 

Verses 2 and 3 – Congregation 
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Public domain 

 

Please hum an additional verse 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

(be seated) 

Postlude      
       

“Soli Deo Gloria” 
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