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20th Sunday after Pentecost

October 15, 2023

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, and to the
blessings, comfort, and peace of this congregation. As we
gather, we prepare our hearts for the worship and praise of our
Lord and Savior by remembering what the Scriptures say: “I
was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the
Lord!” Psalm 122:1 and “One thing have I asked of the
Lord...that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in
his temple.” Psalm 27:4. In that joy, let us worship together
with prayer and praise.

In the celebration of Holy Communion we joyfully receive the
true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ in, with, and
under the bread and wine. Since this is also a sign of our
common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Supper all
those who are presently confirmed members of congregations of
the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. If you wish to commune
for the first time at St. Paul’s, please speak to Pastor or one of
the ushers before the service.

Everyone, members and guests, is asked to fill out the
attendance card found in the pew rack. Just jot down the
names of those in attendance with you today. You can then
hand it to an usher or place in the basket as you leave the
service.



Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells

The Order of Worship

Lutheran Service Book — Divine Service Four with Communion

Hymn of Invocation

“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” LSB #902

Invocation (please remain standing)

P

C

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Confession

P

C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,
O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness;
therefore You are feared.

(Moment of self-examination and silent prayer)

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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Absolution

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C Amen.
Service of the Word
Introit Is 61:10; antiphon Ps. 146:2
P I will praise the LORD as long as I live;

C I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.

P I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
C my soul shall exult in my God,
P for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
C he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
P as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest
with a beautiful headdress,
C and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

All  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

P I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
C I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.

Ay —

S \ ———T— - -
- '_/
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Inrd, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Exce151s

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther's Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will fromGod in heav - en Pro clnimed at  Je-sus’' birth!
O Lamb of God,our Sav - jor, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;

it redld S eliid Jrd

We praise und blwu You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - ¢y on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt  cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir-it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow'’r are seat-ed At God's right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther's glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our
salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of Your
judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

(be seated)



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6-9

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of
marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil
that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death
forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the
earth, for the Lord has spoken. ° It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might
save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-13

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at
hand; ¢ do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever 1s just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ® What
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

10T rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have
revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for
me, but you had no opportunity. 1 Not that I am speaking of
being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to
be content. 2 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to
abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the



secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 3 I
can do all things through him who strengthens me.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse (please stand)
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:33-46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st
chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a
winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and
went into another country. 3¢ When the season for fruit drew
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 3 And
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 3¢ Again he sent other servants, more than the
first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 3 But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” 39 And they
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took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40
When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’™?

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it
falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46
And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the
crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

(be seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day
“Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB #830

Sermon

Our Catechism Moment
The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed (please stand)

P I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?



C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth,

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,

and give eternal life to me and all believers in
Christ.

This is most certainly true.
(be seated)

Presentation of the Offering & Musical Offering

Prayers of the Church
(After each portion of the prayers)
L. Lord, in your mercy, C Hear our prayer.

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

P Heavenly King, give us such joy in pursuing what is true,
just, pure and worthy of praise that, spurning the
temptations of this world, we would suffer no anxiety.
Let our trust be placed fully in Christ and let our hope
rest in the life of the world to come; through the same
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Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface (please stand)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

QT

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

av

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

QT

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because
He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
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Heav'n and carth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your nam
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - Iv blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation,
for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You
justly barred them and all their children from the tree
of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who
trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your
Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the
fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.

The Lord’s Prayer

P
All

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “T'ake, eat;
this is My (+) body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My (+) blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant wus  peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Distribution (be seated)
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(All members of our St. Paul’s family are invited to meet the
Lord in this Sacrament. When at the table, please indicate your
preference of common or individual cup.

The CENTER RING of the individual communion cup tray
contains white grape juice. The OUTER RINGS contain red
wine. (Gluten free wafers are also available from a communion
assistant.)

Distribution Hymns

“Come, Let Us Eat” LSB #626
“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB #680

Post-Communion Collect (please stand)

P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your
Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and (+) give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn
“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” LSB #917

Silent Prayer
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(be seated)

Postlude

“Soli Deo Gloria”
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