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 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  Isaiah 9:6-7 

 

 

A blessed Christmas welcome to all who gather in the house of 

the Lord to sing praises to the newborn King, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior.  The members of St. Paul’s Adult Choir wish you 

all a very blessed Christmas! Enjoy the singing and the 

praises raised this morning. The choir invites you to share 

Christmas refreshments following worship. 
   

Prelude “Prepare the Royal Highway”, Paul Manz   

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells 

 

mailto:office@stpaulsmarioniowa.org
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Opening Hymn (please stand) 

             “Prepare the Royal Highway”                LSB #343 vs 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011850. 

Public domain 

Invocation  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 

Father and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit (+) be with 

us all.  

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word 

and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal 
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punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

 

Christmas Prayer 

 

(be seated) 

 

Hymn      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”             LSB #379 vs 1, 2, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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First Reading  (please stand)                                    Luke 2:1-7 
 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

taxed.  2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 

governor of Syria.)  3 And all went to be taxed, every one into 

his own city.  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 

city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:)  5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 

with child.  6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the 

days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  7 And 

she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there 

was no room for them in the inn. 
 

(be seated) 
 

 

St. Paul’s Choir 

“If This Child Were Born Today” 

Poorman & Poorman 
 

 

Hymn    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”       LSB #361 vs 1, 2, 3 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Hymn         “What Child is This?                                LSB #370 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn        “Away in a Manger”                                   LSB #364 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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St. Paul’s Choir 

“Tiny King” 

Joyce Eilers 

 

Second Reading (please stand)                                Luke 2:8-14 
 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And, lo, the 

angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  10 And the 

angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  11 For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ 

the Lord.  12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

(be seated) 

 

Hymn     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      LSB #380 vs 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Hymn      “Angels We Have Heard On High”               LSB #368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Third Reading  (please stand)                               Luke 2:15-20  
 

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them 

into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 

even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 

which the Lord hath made known unto us.  16 And they came 

with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in 

a manger.  17 And when they had seen it, they made known 

abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 

were told them by the shepherds.  19 But Mary kept all these 

things, and pondered them in her heart.  20 And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 

they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

 

Apostles' Creed    

All      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
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Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-

lasting. Amen. 

 

 

(be seated) 

 

 

St. Paul’s Choir 

“Go Tell It On the Mountain” 

Setting by Nicholas Vangeloff 
 

 

 

Hymn                         “The First Noel” 
 

The First Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay; 

In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

Who hath made heaven and earth of naught, 

And with His blood mankind hath bought. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel. 
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St. Paul’s Choir 

“Beautiful Worship Noel” 

Pepper Choplin 

 

(please stand) 

 

Hymn              “Joy to the World”                  LSB #387 vs 1, 2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

Prayers  

 

The Lord's Prayer   

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction   

St. Paul’s Choir 

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 

Peter Lutkin 

 

 
 

“Silent Night”                                                    LSB #363 vs 2-3 

Vs 1 –Soloist 

Congregation vs 2-3 
 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Please hum another verse. 
 

 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

(be seated) 

 
 

Postlude     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”, F. D. Ashdown 
 

       

“Soli Deo Gloria” 
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