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Advent #3

December 14, 2022

WELCOME as we make preparation in our hearts for the birth
of our Savior in a meager stable in Bethlehem.

Advent is the time of the church year when we rejoice in what
Jesus has already accomplished for us as well as look forward
to what is promised for us in the future. The overall theme of
this series is “Await God’s Future.” The season of Advent is a
good time to hear the prophets of ancient Israel announce the
promised future for the people of God. During these few weeks,
we will hear from the prophet Isaiah God’s promises for us
which are fulfilled in Jesus’ advents, both in His birth and His
second coming. May these words of Isaiah instill in our hearts
and minds repentance, faith, and hope in the coming of our
Lord.

Join us next Wednesday to continue this journey.

Please fill out the registration card found in your pew rack and
hand it to an usher or place it in the basket on the table as you
leave this evening.

Prelude

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Welcome

Call to Worship ~ Ringing of the Bells

The Order of Worship
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Opening Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB#357vs 1, 6,7

(please stand)

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.
P Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illuminate Your Church.
Hymn of Light
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Psalm 141 (all sing together)
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Prayer

P Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before
You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host
and may glorify You forever.

C Amen.

(be seated)

Readings

First Reading Isaiah 19:1, 17-25

'An oracle concerning Egypt.

Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt;
and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, and the
heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.

17 And the land of Judah will become a terror to the Egyptians.
Everyone to whom it is mentioned will fear because of the
purpose that the Lord of hosts has purposed against them.

18 In that day there will be five cities in the land of Egypt
that speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the
Lord of hosts. One of these will be called the City of
Destruction.

19Tn that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of
the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at its border. 20 It
will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of
Egypt. When they cry to the Lord because of oppressors, he will
send them a savior and defender, and deliver them. 2! And the
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Lord will make himself known to the Egyptians, and the
Egyptians will know the Lord in that day and worship with
sacrifice and offering, and they will make vows to the Lord and
perform them. 22 And the Lord will strike Egypt, striking and
healing, and they will return to the Lord, and he will listen to
their pleas for mercy and heal them.

23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria,
and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, and
the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.

24 In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria,
a blessing in the midst of the earth, 25> whom the Lord of hosts
has blessed, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria
the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 2:11-22

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the
flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in
the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself
1s our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, ' and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near. '8 For through him we both have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 1 So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
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cornerstone, 2! in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by
the Spirit.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Message

Presentation of the Offering
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© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011850.

Litany
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.



£ a & a o

(@)

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works
in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of
the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger,
and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Collect for Peace

P

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that
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we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we
are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the (+)
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

C Amen.

(be seated)
Closing Hymn “Stay With Us” LSB #879
Postlude
“Soli Deo Gloria”
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Schedule of

Christmas
Services

Your Advent and Christmas Holiday worship schedule:

Final Wednesday Advent Service
7:00 p.m.
December 21

Christmas Carol Service
Sunday, December 18, 9:00 a.m.
Only ONE service this day.
Sunday School and Bible Class to follow.

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24tk
Worship at 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25t
Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Only ONE service this day - with Communion
No Bible Class

Sunday, January 1, 2023, New Year’s Day
Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
with Communion
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:15 a.m.
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